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April 18, 2010

I'd like to thank you for attending the 2010 Glenwood AGM.  As Glenwood's City Liaison Director, the last twelve months have been a learning experience, hectic, trying at times, yet I believe the League has established itself as a strong voice, both for the Community, and amongst the larger whole of Edmonton's Community Leagues.  As a new member to the Executive, I've tried to balance the larger issues which Glenwood has faced and dealt with for some time, with new initiatives that I believe will serve as an asset to our mature community.  

The debate regarding the selection of a West LRT Corridor has been the predominate concern over the last year, and we have worked diligently to represent the community prior to the announcement of City Administration's recommended route, which was ultimately the 156st/Stony Plain Road alignment, during the public consultation and public hearings which followed that announcement, and presently, with the conceptual design phase underway, and another round of public consultation set to begin.  

The following is a recap of the League's civic involvement for the past year, and some new information on the forthcoming public consultation for the West LRT's conceptual design.  Included in this handout are copies of presentations which I have made to Council on behalf of the community, correspondence with Council and City Administration, press releases, and news articles.

West LRT Corridor 

(87th avenue – Meadowlark Road – 156st, Stony Plain Road, 104 ave, downtown connection to the SouthEast line TBD)

We began our communication with council early last summer, with a letter outlining our concerns with a potential Stony Plain Road alignment, and the then design option to utilize 163rd street.  We also added our input at large-scale information sessions at the Mayfield Inn.  In late summer City Administration released details of the route it would be recommending to council.  Their recommendation for a Stony Plain Road/156st corridor was the result of Council directing administration to present a route favoring redevelopment and population intensification over people movement.  Following the announcement I contacted the Stony Plain Road BRZ and our neighboring leagues to inform them of our position on the corridor, as well, the League issued a press release expressing our concerns.

On September 27th, Gary Racich, Clayton Johnson, and myself attended a meeting at the Meadowlark Community League, where we expressed our communities concerns to Adam Laughlin (LRT Project Manager) and representatives from the Meadowlark, Elmwood, Grovenor, and Laurier Heights Community Leagues.

Representatives from the League Executive attended, and again presented our issues, concerns, and recommendations at the September 29th/30th information sessions at City Hall and West Edmonton Mall.

On October 22nd we held a town hall meeting at the Glenwood Hall.  Adam Laughlin (LRT Project Manager) delivered a presentation on the recommended route and answered a number of questions from community members.  Diane Kereluk, executive director of the Stony Plain Road Business Revitalization Zone also spoke to her organization's objections to the proposed Stony Plain Road corridor, and their recommendation for an alternate route.

On November 9th and 13th, City Council held a statutory public hearing on the LRT corridor.  Presentations by Gary Racich and myself were just two of many made during a hearing which ended with Council postponing the matter until December 15th.  Glenwood has purchased the audio recording of the hearing, copies are available by request, or on the League's YouTube channel.

As per Council's discussion at the conclusion of the November 13th hearing, we entered the December 15th continuation with the assumption that Council would use this opportunity to split the three corridors being considered as part of Transportation Bylaw 15101 (West Edmonton,NAIT, and Southeast) into separate bylaws, allowing the NAIT and Southeast lines to be approved, and the West line to be decided on in the Spring following further consultation and examination of the concerns previously expressed about the Stony Plain Road corridor.  It was at this hearing that Council ultimately voted to approve the Stony Plain Road/156st corridor.  (My presentation to Council is attached.  Minutes and video of the hearing are available at http://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/city_organization/city-council-public-hearing-minutes.aspx)

City Administration has begun conceptual design work for the route, and a public involvement plan is being finalized.  I have expressed to the city, the importance of incorporating smaller scale sessions, which would allow the voice of the Jasper Place area, with our unique issues and concerns, to be heard.  You can check the SPURR and our website for dates and further information as it becomes available.

Moving forward, the League ultimately wishes to ensure that while our preference was for an 87th avenue corridor to link West-Edmonton to the south side and the University area/Health Sciences transit hub, the Stony Plain Road corridor must serve us, and our neighboring Jasper Place communities and revitalization efforts, not vis versa.  This means additional stops along the corridor for our communities, and ensuring that community and business access via all methods of travel is not compromised.  It means ensuring a high level of design for stations and streetscaping, handicap accessibility at stations and on area sidewalks, and the safety of pedestrians, motorists, and cyclists along the corridor/adjacent routes.  Traffic calming measures will no doubt be needed to ensure that residential roads do not become heavily used shortcuts, and policies will need to be implemented to address parasitic (non-resident) parking.   The removal of two lanes of traffic along 156st and Stony Plain Road, may also present significant ramifications for traffic volume along 163rd street and 100th avenue.

The League also has an active request under the Freedom of Information and Protection act, for a number of records from Council and the Transportation Dept.  The city has granted a request I made to have fees for the request waived as a matter of public interest.

Edmonton City Center Airport

This past summer Council voted to implement a phased closure of the City Center Airport.  On behalf of the community, we expressed concerns regarding the future of the airborne emergency services currently stationed at the airport.  The ECCA serves as a base of operations for the STARS Air Ambulance Service and the Edmonton Police Services Air-1 and Air-2 helicopters.  It is a concern for us that response times to our community may be compromised if these aircraft are relocated to the Edmonton International or Villeneuve airports.  Being single engine rotary aircraft, the Edmonton Police Services helicopters require a heliport meeting the strictest of Transport Canada regulations.

GlenwoodCommunityLeague.com

The League's official website was launched last summer, and has been a well utilized outlet and information source.  At present the site has 25 individual pages, 47 blog postings, and has received over 2,700 hits since its launch.  The League has also embraced social media using both Twitter and Facebook to provide information on League activities and neighborhood issues.

Rezoning & Development Applications

55 development/building applications were filed in the neighborhood in the last year, ranging from the construction of detached garages, to home-based businesses, to a 69 unit addition to Villa Marguerite.

One application of note is the proposed rezoning of three adjacent lots at 15806 – 98 avenue, 9806-158st, and 9814-158st.  The lots are currently zoned as RF1 (Single Detached Residential Zone).   Single family homes are currently situated on two of the lots, while St. Philips Church sits on the corner lot.  St. Philips planning committee has been proposing the construction of a multi-unit development on two of the lots.  The original application was to rezone the properties in question as RA7 (low-rise apartment zone) which would allow for the construction of a multi-unit structure up to four stories in height.  Being a strong proponent of the Residential Infill Guidelines, and respecting community form, the league and a number of neighboring residents rejected the proposal and recommended a smaller scale development.  

On September 17th the Planning Department held a public meeting at the Glenwood Hall to provide the community and league executive to comment on, and ask questions about the application and proposed development to representatives of St. Philips planning committee and city administration (minutes are included in this handout).

Recently city administration has now requested that the applicant meet with us, the league, to discuss alternative options, and we will be meeting with St. Philips planning committee in the immediate future. 

Wi-Fi in Glenwood

The Glenwood Community League has partnered with Edmonton's Free-Wifi Project (free-wifi.ca) to provide wireless internet access to our hall (access will extended to Glenwood Park in the near future).  We hope to work with the Free-Wifi project and community businesses to extend coverage to more of Glenwood's business and recreation areas.  If you're interested in hosting an access point in your local business, you can contact us, or visit free-wifi.ca or call 780-993-1367.  Installation is free, and perks include the ability to “brand” the hotspot, and advertising for your business on the network's intro page, while providing an additional amenity to our community.

Open Data/Open Government

This past year has seen the emergence of a growing effort to increase citizen involvement and government transparency by way of an initiative focused on open access to information collected and developed by Edmonton's municipal government.  Through events such as Change Camp, and two Open Data workshops, the Glenwood Community League has been on the ground floor of this movement.  Councillor Don Iveson, Michael Janz from the Edmonton Federation of Community Leagues, and several senior members of city administration have also been strong supporters of these initiatives.  For more information, you can download a paper released by the league prior to last fall's ChangeCamp event entitled “Opensource, Openstandards, Openfuture” from our website's advocacy page.

Pedestrian Safety

It has become painfully obvious that many pedestrian crossings in the community, through age, wear, and/or increased traffic volume simply lack sufficient visual safety features.  The league will be pursuing this issue, however if there is a specific pedestrian crossing in the community that you make use of on a regular basis, and feel to be unsafe, I urge you to contact the city or send us an email.  With so many communities in need of road maintenance, the more support we have to pursue this, the more successful we will be in having Glenwood's needs addressed.

Subsidized Housing/Group Homes – Optimal Mix

One issue that has come to light with the release of a detailed report to Council's Executive Committee this past year is the over concentration of non-market housing types in certain communities.  While the city average percentage of subsidized living units in a community is 5%, a small number of communities have been pushed far past that, culminating with a staggering 54% is the north-eastern community of McCauley.  While Glenwood currently sits at 12%, all of the Jasper Place area communities sit above the city average, and with City Administration formulating recommendations, it is my sincere hope that council will move forward with a policy that provides true balance, and provides optimal, healthy, and accessible solutions for all involved.  The League has been in close contact with the McCauley League executive, the Community Action Project and the EFCL on this matter.

Glenwood Archives

In the interests of maintaining a central repository of information regarding issues which directly affect the Glenwood Community, I have started a page on the league website to catalog minutes, and audio recordings of council meetings, presentations, letters, and press releases made by the league, studies, reports from city administration to council, and information obtained by the league through freedom of information requests.  

Edmonton Public School Board Sector Review

Glenwood's Glendale Elementary is one of twelve schools within Ward 1 currently under review.  It is still early on in the process, and the League will provide further information as the review progresses.

Family Friendly Neighborhood Redevelopment

I've joined members of the Grovenor and Downtown community league's on an EFCL committee looking at the issue of including family friendly development standards and amenities in new multi-unit (from duplex's on up) developments.  As a mature community that is going through a revitalization effort, and looking to attract new families, I believe this is key issue for the community, and hope that these efforts help to ensure that new developments in the community provide a desirable mix of amenities and housing choice to young families.  You can join the conversation at connect2edmonton.ca/forum, look for the section entitled “Growing Edmonton”.

Summary of Events pertaining to civic matters attended by myself and the League executive this past year:

June - statutory hearing for the West LRT

June - Public hearings on the status and future of the City Centre Airport

July – Public hearing, requesting city council to act on a derelict property in the community

September – Meeting of several west-end community leagues regarding the west LRT, two west LRT information sessions, public meeting regarding the St. Philips rezoning application, Edmonton Police Service Townhall

October – West LRT Glenwood Community Townhall

November – statutory public hearing for the West LRT

December – West LRT Statutory Public hearing for the West LRT

February – Meeting with Dr. Raj Sherman MLA for Edmonton-Meadowlark, Edmonton Transit System Advisory Board February meeting, public hearing regarding the Municipal Development Plan.

Jasper Place Revitalization Strategy Steering Committee and working group meetings.

EFCL Planning & Development Committee and Sub-Committee Meetings (Family Friendly Infill, Transit Oriented Development, Subsidized Housing/Group Home Placement)

Upcoming Events

The city is finalizing a public involvement plan for the conceptual design of the west LRT corridor.  Dates will be published in the SPURR and our website as soon as they are announced.

April 29, 5-7pm, 15211 Stony Plain Road – The Stony Plain Road Business Revitalization Zone will be holding its first Business/Community Mixer.  Check the SPURR, visit stonyplainroadbrz.ca or call 780-477-5169 for more information.

May 5, 7pm, at the Glenwood Hall (16430 – 97ave) – In partnership with the EFCL and City of Edmonton, Glenwood will be hosting an information session regarding the new Residential Infill Guidelines.  Visit our website, or check our section in the SPURR for more information.

