As a resident of the Glenwood Community, I'm writing to you today to express my concerns and unanswered questions regarding the proposed corridor for West LRT expansion. This rough draft for future LRT construction, separate from Edmonton's existing light-rail infrastructure, carries with it uncertainties, concerns, and the potential to both halt and hinder the Stony Plain Road/Jasper Place revitalization efforts. As a community with quick access to downtown and excellent service from Edmonton Transit, an LRT corridor along 87th avenue providing access to south Edmonton, the University of Alberta and its area destinations, could still be an impressive amenity for Glenwood and West Edmonton. 

Without the necessary provincial and federal funding, a downtown connection study, or the numerous engineering and transit studies necessary for the construction of this proposed low-floor LRT system, communities along the route must look to the future. However, as you are well aware, Stony Plain Road and the Jasper Place area are undergoing a revitalization effort. These efforts and the strategies guiding them, approved by council in the last several years, have been contradicted by this, the second proposed route for West LRT expansion. While proponents of this corridor have had no difficulty in pointing their fingers at the community we call home and proclaiming the need, and possibilities for re-development and revitalization, they fail to mention our hope that revitalization and redevelopment will take place on a large scale well before LRT construction even begins, or the potential for, and in the case of the Butler Park/JP transit station redevelopment, putting a definite chill on community revitalization.

In the case of 156 Street, a busy arterial road, home to two west-end fire stations and a nearby EMS ambulance station, will be reduced to two lanes. We've seen limited information on how emergency vehicle access and response times will ultimately be affected. We've seen limited information on how local and commuter traffic will be affected and accommodated, how motorists will be prevented from using our residential streets as shortcuts, how pedestrians, namely a large volume of children from area schools will safely cross 156st. What is the future for bus service along 156st? Will bus stops be eliminated entirely, will they be reduced, will bus routes simply be reconfigured to serve the Jasper Place and other future LRT terminals?

What is the future of Stony Plain Road, an arterial corridor, the most heavily utilized route into the downtown core for West Edmonton residents, and commuters from continually growing communities in neighboring counties? How does the city plan to handle growing commuter traffic along SPR, and neighboring avenues? What kind of access will future residents have to what we hope in the coming years will become a vibrant community destination? Will businesses that lack rear parking be left to whither, will bus service be eliminated and replaced with a scant few LRT stops? Will a healthy business association be left dependent on commuters traveling from 'the burbs' to jobs downtown, becoming pedestrians for several blocks during their trip?

As a member of a large, mature West-End community, I welcome rapid transit in my backyard, as a means to serve a healthy vibrant community. The 87th avenue route, originally crafted by the City of Edmonton's transit experts is a viable, sustainable route, opening up West-Edmonton to the south side, existing LRT infrastructure, and vis versa. It is my hope, that instead of committing yourselves and your eventual successors to an LRT corridor rife with uncertainties, legitimate concerns and unanswered questions, you consider more constructible alternatives that both open up new vibrant, sustainable public transit corridors, and connect communities, without contradicting necessary revitalization efforts, and creating significant short and mid-term concerns for affected communities.

Sincerely,

